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Objectives and Learning Outcomes: This course is designed with the objective to develop an 

understanding among the students about the evolution and growth of the discipline of Public Administration. 

It provides a foundation for the students to understand the basics of this emerging discipline. The students of 

this course will also be able to learn about the basic principles of Public Administration and various 

approaches to study this discipline. It is expected that the course would provide students theoretical clarity of 

basic concepts and dynamics related to Public Organizations. 
 

 

Unit I. Public Administration as a Discipline 

 a) Meaning, Nature, Scope and Significance of Public Administration. 

b) Evolution of Public Administration; Minnowbrook Conferences (I& II) 

c) Public and Private Administration: Differences and Similarities 

d) State versus Market Debate 

Unit II. Organization and its Principles 

 a) Organization: Meaning, Basis and Forms of Organizations. 

b) Principles of Organization: Division of Labour, Hierarchy, Unity of 

Command, Span of Control, Coordination, Authority and Responsibility, 

c) Supervision and Control, Centralization, Decentralization and 

Delegation 

d) Line Agencies, Staff Agencies and Auxiliary Agencies; Headquarters 

e) and Field Relationships 

Unit III. Growth and Trends Developments 

 a) New Public Administration 

b) New Public Management 

c) New Public Service (Denhardt Paradigm) 

d) Good Governance; Minnowbrook Conference III 

Tutorials 

 Assignment/Group Discussions/Presentation/Quiz/Book Review/Field Survey 

(Followed by Viva-Voce) 

Unit IV. a) Debate on Public Administration as an Art or Science 

b) Group Discussion on relationship of Public Administration with various 

disciplines 

c) Gender and Public Administration 

d) Approaches to the Study of Public Administration 
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